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Part 1

“Bonni e, what really happened? | nean you were
dead, weren’'t you.” Billy asked as he caressed the
dragon girl’s bl eeding arm
“I't’s hard to explain,” she nurnured. When | hel ped

Shi |l oh escape from The Dragon’s Rest, | think I got
burned. Well, it was nore |ike being el ectrocuted.
| felt a shock, and ny vision clouded over, so
everything was going black. | felt really dizzy. |
saw t he shape of a man comng toward ne. | think it
was Devin. |’mnot sure.

“Then, | felt all tingly, like when | entered
the Candl e Stone. Everything got bright too. |
heard a noise, like bells alnost. But then
everything was quiet. Very, very quiet. | couldn't
hear ny heart, |ike you would think, and then |
realized it wasn’t beating anynore. | was dead.

“I't was sort of scary, know ng | was dead. But
that’'s the thing. | knew | was dead. So how coul d |
be dead if |I knew...” Bonnie tried to sit up, but
she fell back on her broken wing and let out a cry
of agony. Billy gasped and gathered her in his
arnms. Both anthrozil’s eyes closed. Billy |listened
for a sound, any sound. But there was none.

“Bonni e?” No answer. The dragon boy opened his
eyes. “Bonnie?” he said again, this tinme |ouder. He
stared at her still form Eyes closed, she didn't
seemto mnd her hair being whi pped about by the
fierce wwnds of Hades. Billy brought her cl ose,
listening for a pul se. But there was none. Bonnie's
chest was unnoving; no air escaped from her |ips.
“Bonnie!'!” he screaned. “No! No!! Ch, God, why?!

NO YOQU CANT DO TH S!'! BONNI E, COVE BACK!'!” he
sobbed. Billy broke down and cried. He cried harder
than he had ever cried in his life. Bringing
Bonnie's |lifeless formcloser and closer until his
tears stained her golden hair.



Finally, he stood; cradling the dragon girl in
Is arns. Her wi ngs barely brushed the ground, but
she was |ifted higher. Nothing can touch her, Billy
t hought. Nothing will touch her. Not if | can help
it.
Gazi ng around the rough | andscape of Hades, a
feeling of hate and rage boiled inside him He
began to trudge foreword, but then he stopped.
Where could he go? Storm cl ouds gat hered over head
and |lightning scarred the gray heavens. A bl ack
formenerged fromthe beginning rain to the left. A
white formenerged to the right. Billy was trapped
in the mddle. “You cannot have her!” he shouted to
t he shapes. A harsh, scratching voice groped toward
the anthrozils fromthe left.
“Ha! But we have cone to collect her. She already
bel ongs to ussss.”
Anot her voice rang out fromthe right. “Foolish
denon! You cannot posses a child of God!”
The two forns surged foreword, and Billy ducked
just in tinme to avoid being hit in the collision.
Red and gray sparks flew every which way. Billy
fell, dropping Bonnie. The bl ack shape energed from
the fray and grabbed her wist. Billy had only
enough tinme to see Bonnie being lifted up into the
storm before everything went bl ack.
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The two forns surged foreword, and Billy ducked
just intinme to avoid being hit in the collision.
Red and gray sparks flew every which way. Billy
fell, dropping Bonnie. The bl ack shape energed from
the fray and grabbed her wist. Billy had only
enough tinme to see Bonnie being lifted up into the
storm before everything went bl ack.

But only for a nonment. Qpening his eyes, Billy saw
the white formloom ng above him Startled, he

j unped back, but the shape noved foreword. “Do not



be afraid. | am Gabriel.” he said, placing a
glow ng hand on Billy’'s shoul der.

“Y-you're an angel!” stuttered Billy. Gabriel
nodded. “Make haste,” he urged. “dinb onto ny
back, and we will retrieve Bonnie.”

Not wanting to argue, Billy did as he was told.

A inbing on the huge figure' s back, he settled

hi nsel f between the two cream col ored wi ngs. "Hold
on tight,” said Gabriel. Before Billy could say
anyt hi ng, they were soaring through the dark clouds
in pursuit of the black figure and Bonnie.

Billy wanted to yell, but the wind and rain stung
his face so hard it took his breath away. He kept
his eyes fixed nournfully on Bonnie, her wings linp
as she was borne up through the storm

The denon stopped and turned to face the

appr oachi ng angel. Sneering w ckedly, he held out
his free hand and a bl ack substance erupted forth.
It stretched and pulled until it reached fromthe
skies all the way down to the ground of Hades.
Billy and the angel could only just nmake out the
retreati ng denon on the other side.

“What now?” sighed Billy. But the angel only

whi pped out his Iong sword and began hacki ng away
at the wall. It shuddered and wavered, and finally
gave way, shattering into a mllion tiny pieces.
Resheat hi ng his weapon, the angel drove onward

t hrough the |ightning and thunder.

Billy watched the denon touch down and sprint
toward a huge gray rock. Wiat was it doi ng? From

t he back of the boulder flew five nore denons, each
| arger than Bonnie’ s kidnaper. One of themroared
and shot toward the angel. Transformng it’s arm
into a large, black rapier, it charged. Gabri el

bl ocked the powerful blow with his own weapon and
parried the second attack. It took all of Billy's
strength to keep his grip.

The remai ni ng denons groped toward Bonnie. Billy
shouted a warning, and Gabriel had just enough tine
to duck another attack and shoot a beamof white



| i ght down toward the dragon girl. It surrounded
her in a colum of brilliance, lifting her up away
fromthe scavengers. But as Gabriel swerved, Billy
|l ost his grip entirely and fell plummeting toward

t he ground.

To be conti nued...



